
Fish and Wildlife Board Meeting Minutes for December 13, 2012 
 
The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting at 5:00 PM EST on Thursday December 
13, 2012 at St. Leo’s Hall 109 South Main Street Waterbury, VT 05671. 
 
Members of the Board: Pete Allard (Acting Chair), Ron Wilcox, Craig Greene, 
Jeff Salvador, Grant Spates, Craig Nolan, Craig Lantagne, Kevin Lawrence, Bob 
Shannon, Steven Adams, Absent: : Brian Ames (Chair) Ed Gallo (Vice Chair), 
Justin Lindholm, Gary Gibbs.  
 
Fish and Wildlife Staff: Patrick Berry (Commissioner), David Englander 
(General Counsel) Col Dave LeCours (Director of Law Enforcement), Susan 
Warner (Outreach Director) Mark Scott (Wildlife Director), Mary Diego 
(Executive Assistant), Adam Murkowski (Deer Biologist),  Eric Palmer ( Director 
of Fisheries) and Tom Rodgers (Information Specialist) 
 
Members of the Public: Roy Kilburn  
 
The Board meeting was called to order at 5:01 PM, EST by Patrick Berry 
(Executive Secretary)  

 
Motion to appoint an acting chair:  
Jeff Salvador motioned to appoint Pete Allard to be the acting Chair in lieu of 
Brian Ames being absent from the meeting. 
Craig Nolan seconded the motion 
Vote: motion passed unanimously  
 
Minutes from September 19, 2012:  
Passed unanimously 
 
Fish Management Rule, Baitfish - Second Vote: 
 Eric Palmer presented on the rule.  There was only one change to the rule: to 
strike a sentence from the original document from the first vote in section. 5.3.7  

 
Bob Shannon made a motion to accept the changes to the rule made by the 
Department.  
Jeff Salvador seconded the motion 
Vote: motion passed unanimously 
 
There was discussion about the movement of baitfish in the same watershed and 
why it should and shouldn’t be allowed. Commissioner Berry explained the 
Departments need to protect the state from disease, and that this issue is best for 
the resource base on the Department’s studies. This Department is not ready for 
the watershed approach at this time. However the Department will continue to 
closely study this issue and possibly revisit it in the future. The risk of disease 
and invasive species out-weighs the benefits at this time. 
 



Craig Nolan motioned to amend the baitfish rule to allow wild smelt harvested 
from waters within the Memphremagog watershed to be used for bait anywhere 
within the Memphremagog watershed. 
Grant Spates seconded 
Craig Nolan amended his amendment to allow the movement of smelt within a 
single watershed. 
Vote: 3 in favor, 4 opposed, and 2 abstained; the motion does not pass. 
 
Bob Shannon motioned to approve the amended baitfish rule for a second vote 
Ron Wilcox seconded the motion 
Vote: The rule passed unanimous  
 

 Update on Comprehensive Deer Management Plan (Wildlife 
Division):  
Mark Scott introduced Deer Biologist Adam Murkowski. Mr. Murkowski stated 
that the purpose of the update was for the Board to review and comment on the 
steps of the comprehensive deer management plan. This year’s numbers looked 
promising as the archery kill was up 20%, the youth hunting harvest was up from 
last year and the preliminary rifle season kill seems to have gone well.  The 
Department is still waiting on final numbers to come in from a check stations. 
Mr. Murkowski provided a handout to the board that specifically outlined 
Vermont’s Comprehensive Deer Management Strategy for 2012-2013. This 
strategy includes a Comprehensive Deer Management Evaluation web page, 
public input surveys and regional working groups. Mr. Murkowski went through 
each component of the strategy in detail. The board discussed the components 
and gave some constructive criticism.  
 
The board requested that an electronic copy of the Comprehensive Deer 
Management Strategy be sent to them.  
 
Rule Governing Public Use of VFWD Lands - Third Vote:  
 
Bob Shannon motioned to accept the rule 

Craig Greene seconded the motion 
Vote: third vote passed unanimously 
 
Commissioner’s Updates:  
Commissioner Berry announced that this would be David Englanders last board 
meeting. He thanked David for his devoted service to the Department and to the 
Board.  
Commissioner Berry handed out the Department’s  WMA Guidebook to the 
Board in appreciation for all of their hard work.  
 
Lifetime License Drawing:  
Life Time License Winner: The Lifetime license drawing resulted in Mr. Dan 
Hegarty of Williamstown Vermont winning this year’s Life License. 
Congratulations Dan! 



Statutory Topics for 2013:  
 

Moose and Antlerless Numbers Rules: Allow the Board to promulgate these rules 

annually with an abbreviated rulemaking process like the one used for the Migratory Bird 

Rule. 

 

WMU Boundaries: Allow the Board to amend WMU boundaries every ten years, rather 

than having to go back to the legislature. 

 

Crossbows: Clarify that the Board has the authority to allow crossbows as a legal means 

of take. 

 

Snares: Allow the Board to authorize or prohibit the use of snares as a legal means of 

take. 

 

Hunter Orange: Provide the Board the authority to adopt rules for the wearing of Hunter 

Orange while hunting. 
 
Acting Chair Pete Allard called a break in the meeting for dinner at 6:47 PM 
EST. 
Acting Chair Pete Allard called the meeting back to order at 7:09 PM EST. 
 
Roundtable 
Ron Wilcox: n/a 
Kevin Lawrence: Asked about being reappointed to the board. Patrick advised 
him to contact Susan Spaulding in order to get more details regarding this 
matter. 
Craig Greene: There is an issue about fishing at a bridge in Alburg. He has 
received a number of complaints about problems at the bridge. 
Grant Spates: Had a couple complaints about people shooting spike horns and 
leaving them.  
Craig Nolan: Thanked Mary Diego for excellent assistance to him as a new Board 
member.  
Craig Lantagne: n/a 
Jeff Salvador: Asked if any surrounding states had a hunter orange regulation or 
law. Maine is one state that does. 
Steven Adams: Has concerns about the use of more camouflage and the 
disregard for not wearing hunter orange. It is unnerving that some people are 
still dress in full camouflage  
Bob Shannon:  Has a couple things but will wait until the New Year to start 
fresh. 
Pete Allard: Asked about the bear kill this year, the Col stated that it is just shy of 
600 Bear taken for the 2012 season. 
 
Allard motioned to adjourn 
Lawrence seconded the motion 
Meeting adjourns at 8:17 PM EST 


